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International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/019723 



Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

| | a sequence listing 

j ~~j tablets) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

[ ] in written format 

jf*^j in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

[ | contained in the international application as filed. 

[""~| filed together with the international application in computer readable form 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. I I In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 
furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 

filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 



4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 

I. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 5, 9 YES 

Claims 1~4 , 6, 7, 8 NO 

Inventive step (IS) claims YES 

Claims 1-9 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) claims 1 ~ 9 ■ YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Document 1 : JP 63-80402 A (Koito Manufacturing Co., Ltd.), 1 1 April 1988, page 

2, lower right column, lines 3 to 16; Figs. 1 to 4 
Document 2: JP 10-39175 A (Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd.), 13 February 1998, page 2, 

column 2, lines 36 to 42; Fig. 1 
Document 3: JP 2003-101077 A (Pentax Kabushiki Kaisha), 04 April 2003, page 3, 

column 4, lines 14 to 22; Fig. 2 
Document 4: JP 2003-186427 A (Yazaki Corp.), 04 July 2003, page 3, column 4, 

line 45 to page 4, column 5, line 4; Figs. 1 , 2 
Document 5: JPJP 08-106260 A (Hitachi Media Electronics Co., Ltd.), 23 April 

1996, page 4, column 6; lines 1 to 6; Figs. 15, 16 

Claim 1 

The invention of claim 1 does not appear to possess novelty or to involve an 
inventive step based on document 1 or 5 cited in the ISR. 

Document 1 describes an optical diffusing element comprising a lens and a 
reflecting surface formed by coating a white coating. As described by the applicant 
in page 7, lines 2-4 of the description, the feature of a reflecting surface formed by a 
white coating being a reflecting/diffusing surface is within the well-known 
knowledge of a person skilled in the art. 

The diffusing/reflecting surface and the lens described in document 1, of 
course, are items for controlling output light of a LED. Therefore, it is undeniably 
obvious that such optical elements afford illumination distribution control, keeping 
such distribution uniform to a certain extent. 

Document 5 describes an optical diffusing element having a light- 
transmission section and a diffusing section. 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/019723 



Supplemental Box 

In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation of: Box V 

Claims 2-4, 6 and 8 

The invention of claims 2A, 6 and 8 do not appear to possess novelty or to 
involve an inventive step based on document 1 cited in the ISR, for the same reasons 
stated regarding claim 1. 

Claims 5 and 9 

The invention of claims 5 and 9 do not appear to involve an inventive step 
based on documents 2, 3 or 4 cited in the ISR. 

In addition to the subject matter illustrated for claim 1 , document 1 describes 
providing a reflecting / diffusing surface on the inner surface of a rectangular 
parallelepiped (Fig. 2, compartment 22). 

Also, forming a reflecting surface in the shape of a tubular inner surface is 
merely a design variant for embodying this technology, and thus an arbitrary design 
choice made by a person skilled in the art in accordance with the used embodiment, 
as described for instance in documents 2-4. 

Therefore, no particular difficulty can be discerned in shaping as a tubular 
inner.surface the diffusing /reflecting surface described in document 1. 

Claim 7 

The invention of claim 7 does not appear to possess novelty or to involve an 
inventive step based on document 5 cited in the ISR. Document 5 describes an 
optical diffusing element provided with a diffusing section that comprises a 
translucent scattering member. 
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